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orable action knowingly, for Mr. Tennyson had publicly declared : " It 
is my wish that with Messrs. Ticknor and Fields alone the right of pub- 
lishing my books in America should rest." 

The liberal terms which some of our publishing houses have made 
with foreign authors for the privilege of reprinting their books, have 
been made with confidence that this privilege would be respected by 
other publishers as vesting them with a right to exclusive publication. 
This is the general understanding of the trade. It is this understanding 
that makes property in such books valuable. In disregarding this con- 
sideration, Messrs. Tilton and Company have made an attack on private 
property for which there is no justification. Although there is no law 
by which it may be punished, we trust that the trade and the public of 
book-buyers will unite to show their sense that privateering of this sort 
deserves no mercy. 



24. — The Market -Book, containing a Historical Account of the Public 
Markets in the Cities of New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and Brook- 
lyn, with a brief Description of every Article of Human Food sold 
therein, the Introduction of Cattle in America, and Notices of many 
remarkable Specimens. By Thomas F. De Voe, Member of the 
New York Historical Society, etc. In Two Volumes. Vol. I. 
New York. 1862. 8vo. pp. 621. 

The author of this book subscribes his modest Preface, " Thomas 
F. De Voe, Butcher" a title which, in connection with .that which 
graces his title-page, gives assurance of the solid character of his book. 
He is an author in spite of himself. Having been led to make some 
researches in the archives of the New York Historical Society to gratify 
his own curiosity as to the antiquities of his profession, he was induced to 
prepare a paper on this subject, and to read it before the Society in ac- 
knowledgment of its services to him. His labors were so warmly received 
that the expanding of his paper into a book was simply a development 
in the order of nature. The book itself is best described by the fol- 
lowing sentence from its second title-page : " This volume contains a 
history of the public markets of the city of New York, from its first 
settlement to the present time, with numerous curious and remarkable 
incidents connected therewith, the introduction of cattle, supplies, trad- 
ing, prices, and laws ; sketches of the old burgher butchers, and the 
licensed butchers of modern times ; together with a compilation of 
facts of every sort and character relating to the subject." 

Not the least edifying portions of this book are those in which the 
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chronicle runs parallel with that of Diedrich Knickerbocker ; it is some- 
times hard to say whether the literal record of the days of Van 
Twiller and Kieft or the mock-heroic history is the more grotesque. 
Some idea of the relative value of commodities of the market and the 
loom in 1638 may be formed from a legal transaction of that date, 
described as follows : " Cornelius Petersen appeared before the Secre- 
tary Van Tienhoven, and declared with true Christian affirmation, in 
lieu of a solemn oath, that it was true that he had purchased a hog 
from Ann Jackson, in payment of which she took from his store so 
much of purpled cloth as was sufficfent for a petticoat." It is easy 
enough, - as every one knows, by mere excerpts such as this from an- 
tique records and documents to insure a certain kind and measure of 
interest for a book treating of local habits, customs, and institutions ; 
but our author succeeds not less in giving entertainment to his readers 
as he approaches our own times, and narrates the results of his own 
observation and experience within familiar precincts. 

The book is really a curious one, and to be commended to the stu- 
dent of manners and customs. We trust that Mr. De Voe will not 
disappoint us of a second volume. Some of the material which he col- 
lects and preserves is of a kind to amuse and entertain, if not greatly 
to instruct posterity. 



